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Assuming the role of ACA President is not 
without challenges; assuming the role during 
a global pandemic is challenging at best. 
While I am honored to serve as ACA President during these difficult 
times, I acknowledge the singular privilege of being able to serve 
with a Board of Officers and Regents who not only recognize the dif-
ficulties faced in adjusting to a “new normal” but who also accept 
this time as an opportunity to forge a new path ahead. 

This year, the Board is focused on increasing the Academy’s value to 
both new and continuing members by adding services that will 
streamline the certification and recertification processes. The success 
of this year’s online certification exam has affirmed the Board’s deci-
sion to continue offering the exam online and to adopt a fully auto-
mated system that supports onboarding, engagement, and retention 
of new and continuing members. The membership services infor-
mation system will not only help us improve communications with 
the Academy’s members but will also allow members to more fully 
engage with the organization. These types of improvements are not 
without added expense to the Academy, and the Board is investigat-
ing ways to increase our revenues with minimal impact on current 
and future members. Changes to current fee structures are anticipat-
ed, with an eye towards increasing annual dues and updating certifi-
cation and recertification fees.   

The groundwork for this year’s path was laid by outgoing ACA Of-
ficers and Regents who worked diligently to ensure continuing oper-
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ations during uncertain times. I extend the 
Board’s gratitude and appreciation to Jane 
Zhang, CA, Dara Baker, CA, Todd Welch, CA, 
and Timothy Slavin, CA for their service and 
commitment to the Academy. I also extend  sin-
cere indebtedness to Jim Havron, CA, who re-
cently completed an extended term of service in 
the role of Cybersecurity/Information Security 
and IT. 

Sometimes, the way forward is with a broken 
heart. On September 28, the Academy—and the 
archives profession at large—lost a staunch sup-
porter and advocate in archival educator Dr. 
David B. Gracy II, CA. A founding member of 
the Academy of Certified Archivists, Dr. Gracy 
is lovingly remembered for his passion and en-
thusiasm and well regarded for his encourage-
ment of both formal and informal students and 
mentees—myself included. The ACA Board ex-
presses sincere condolences to Dr. Gracy’s fami-
ly, friends, and colleagues. “Hot dog!” he will be 
missed.     
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Searching for a Job?  

Look at ACA's listing of job ads that are look-
ing to hire Certified Archivists. Go to https://
www.certifiedarchivists.org/job-postings/ . 

We depend on our membership to update us 
about recent openings that require or prefer an 
ACA certification. Please 
email webmaster@certifiedarchivists.org for 
questions, or to list/advertise a job opening that 
requires or prefers an ACA certification! 
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From the Regent for 
Membership 
Michelle Ganz, CA 
McDonough Innovations 
Charlottesvillle, VA 

Greetings everyone,  

When I started thinking about the new Re-
gent of Member Services role I had big plans 
that were geared towards doing things in per-
son; after some pivoting I’ve come up with 
some new ideas.  

The first is hosting regular happy hours on 
Zoom. Many of us are isolated from other ar-
chivists as part of our normal lives, but now 
more than ever it’s important to stay connect-
ed. Some happy hours will have themes and 
others will just be open times to chat. We’ll 
try to host them on different days and times 
to accommodate the numerous time zones our 
membership covers.  

In the coming months we will start connect-
ing members to educational opportunities and 
other ways to earn recertification points.  

Be sure to say “hi” on social media. We’re on 
Facebook, LinkedIn, and Twitter.  

@ACArchivists  

 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/
academy-of-certified-archivists/ 

 

https://www.facebook.com/
ACArchivists/ 
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From the Secretary 
Marie Force, CA 
Delta Flight Museum 
Atlanta, GA 

At their August 13, 2020 
meeting, held online via 
Zoom, the Board of Regents: 

Reviewed 2019-20 work with the incoming 
2020-21 Board, including response to issues 
caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Noted several items of unfinished business due 
to COVID-19 disruptions: purchase an asso-
ciation management system, review finan-
cial reserves, and review potential barriers 
to certification and membership. 

Motion passed to continue contract with online 
exam provider Prolydian for a period of one 
year. 

Motion passed to move forward with having 
Prolydian convert ACA’s existing item 
bank in order to ingest it into the Prolydian 
online exam system. 

Motion passed to approve the updated reten-
tion schedule. 

Resolution recognized Regent for Exam Ad-
ministration Rosemary Pleva Flynn, CA 
and Secretariat Mike Breslin for their out-
standing work in the vendor selection, prep-
aration and administration of ACA’s first 
online exam, ensuring the success of the 
2020 ACA exam. 

At the August 20, 2020 Business Meeting, which 
was the first virtual ACA Business Meeting and 
held online via Zoom: 

Members heard reports from board members 
and were briefed on activities and ongoing 
initiatives. Highlights:  

Cultural Competency domain is in devel-
opment for the 2022 exam. 

Transitioned to online exam in 2020. 

Recertification period extended by one 
year for all ACA members due to 
COVID-19 disruptions. There will be 
no review of recertification petitions 
in 2021. 

Louis Jones, CA and James T. Havron, CA 
were presented with Distinguished Service 
Awards. 

All 2019-2020 volunteers were recognized. 
Names listed below. *Indicates served in 
more than one volunteer role. 

2019-2020 Volunteers 

Jennifer Andreola, CA; Nora Blackmon, CA; Mau-
rice Blackson, CA; Randall Bowman, CA; Ruth 
Bryan, CA; Sharon Carlson, CA; Laura DeMuro, 
CA: Elaine DeNiro, CA; Sarah Denison, CA; Aman-
da Dietz, CA; Dan DiLandro, CA; Anton duPlessis, 
CA; Sean Evans, CA; Michelle Ganz*, CA; Grant 
Gerlich, CA; Cara Griggs*, CA; Kayla Harris, CA; 
James T. Havron, CA; Margaret Hewitt, CA; Linda 
Hocking, CA; Sharalyn Howcrofts, CA; Kimberly 
Johnson, CA; Louis Jones, CA; Morgan Jones-
King, CA; Nancy Kaczmarek, CA; Jeremy Katz, 
CA; Rose Kimball, CA; Joshua Kitchens*, CA; 
Ryan Lee, CA; Emilia Mahaffey, CA; Raymond 
Maxwell, CA; Laurel McCondray, CA; Daniel 
McCormack, CA; Bob McInnes, CA; Lonna McKin-
ley, CA; Lisa Mix, CA; Lynn Moulton, CA; Pamela 
Nye, CA; Cheryl Oestriecher, CA; Maren Read, CA; 
Barbara Russell, CA; Michelle Sayers, CA; Kristina 
Schulz, CA; Sarah Shipley, CA; Kristy Sorenson*, 
CA; Aaron Speight, CA; Laney Stevenson, CA; 
Audrey Swartz, CA; Lynn Whitfield, CA; Amelia 
Winstead, CA; Van Wood, CA; Noraleen Young, 
CA; Kellyn Younggren, CA. 
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From the Regent for Certifi-
cation Maintenance 
Stephanie Bayless, CA 
National Archives at San Francisco 
San Bruno, CA 

:RZ��7KLV�KDV�EHHQ�DQ�LQWHUHVW�
LQJ�\HDU�DQG�GHILQLWHO\�QRW�ZKDW�,�
H[SHFWHG�WR�EH�GRLQJ�GXULQJ�P\�
ILUVW�UHFHUWLILFDWLRQ�SHULRG�DV�5HJHQW��7KDQN�\RX�DOO�
VR�PXFK�IRU�\RXU�SDWLHQFH�DQG�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�DV�ZH�
ZRUN�WKURXJK�WKHVH�LVVXHV�EURXJKW�IRUWK�E\�WKH�SDQ�
GHPLF�� 

$V�\RX�OHDUQHG�DW�RXU�DQQXDO�PHHWLQJ��HYHU\�&$�DF�
WLYH�DV�RI�$XJXVW����������ZLOO�KDYH�DQ�DGGLWLRQDO�
\HDU�WR�FRPSOHWH�DFWLYLWLHV�DQG�UHDFK�WKH����-FUHGLW�
PLQLPXP�IRU�UHFHUWLILFDWLRQ��,¶YH�KDG�VRPH�TXHVWLRQV�
DERXW�ZKDW�³DFWLYH�DV�RI�$XJXVW��������´�PHDQV��/HW�
PH�FOHDU�WKDW�XS�-�WKLV�H[WHQVLRQ�DSSOLHV�WR�DOO�&$V�
ZKR�ZRXOG�EH�FRXQWLQJ�DFWLYLWLHV�LQ������IRU�UHFHUWL�
ILFDWLRQ�FUHGLWV�� 

,W�GRHV�QRW�DSSO\�WR�QHZ�&$V�ZKR�WRRN�WKH�H[DP�LQ�
$XJXVW�������EHFDXVH�WKHLU�ILUVW�UHFHUWLILFDWLRQ�SHULRG�
ZLOO�FRYHU�DFWLYLWLHV�IURP�-DQXDU\��������-'HFHPEHU�
����������)RU�WKH�IHZ�PHPEHUV�ZKR�ZHUH�JUDQWHG�DQ�
H[WHQVLRQ�RQ�UHFHUWLILFDWLRQ�GXH�WR�SHUVRQDO�VLWXD�
WLRQV��,¶OO�EH�ZRUNLQJ�ZLWK�\RX�GLUHFWO\�RQ�\RXU�H[�
SHFWHG�WLPHOLQH�� 

(YHU\RQH�ZLOO�UHFHLYH�D�QHZ�GLJLWDO�FHUWLILFDWH�ZLWK�
XSGDWHG�GDWHV��7KH�ILUVW�EDWFK�WR�JR�RXW�ZLOO�EH�WR�RXU�
&$V�ZKR�UHFHUWLILHG�WKLV�\HDU��,Q�WKH�PHDQWLPH��LI�
\RX�QHHG�SURRI�RI�\RXU�FXUUHQW�VWDWXV�-�DQ�HPSOR\HU�LV�
UHTXHVWLQJ�LW��IRU�H[DPSOH�-�SOHDVH�FRQWDFW�PH�RU�WKH�
$&$�6HFUHWDULDW�� 

,Q�WKH�FRPLQJ�ZHHNV��,¶OO�EH�DVNLQJ�IRU�YROXQWHHUV�
ZKR�DUH�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�KHOSLQJ�WR�GHYHORS�JXLGHOLQHV�
DQG�LQVWUXFWLRQV�IRU�WKH�DGMXVWHG�UHFHUWLILFDWLRQ�SHUL�
RG��FUHDWLQJ�D�PRUH�UREXVW�FDWDORJ�RI�FRXUVHV�ZLWK�SUH
-DSSURYHG�UHFHUWLILFDWLRQ�FUHGLWV��DQG�LQYHVWLJDWLQJ�
ZD\V�WR�LPSURYH�WKH�UHJXODU�UHFHUWLILFDWLRQ�F\FOH��
/HW¶V�XVH�WKLV�\HDU�RII�IURP�SHWLWLRQ�UHYLHZ�WR�RXU�
EHQHILW�� 

ACA Call for Volunteers  

The Academy of Certified Archivists has an im-
mediate need for volunteers. For more infor-
mation, contact the Officer or Regent identified 
with each volunteer opportunity.  

Cultural Competency Task Force: 6-10 volunteers 
are needed to review current literature on cultur-
al competency, create task and knowledge state-
ments for the Academy of Certified Archivists 
Handbook for Archival Certification, and draft 
questions for the new Cultural Competency do-
main. President:                                                 
president@certifiedarchivists.org  

Oral History Transcription: 3-4 volunteers are 
needed to transcribe oral history interviews with 
David Gracy, CA, Leon Miller, CA, and Steve 
Grandin. Secretary:  
secretary@certifiedarchivists.org 

Outreach: Several volunteers are needed for 
presentations to student groups and other forms 
of outreach. Regent for Outreach:                    
outreach@certifiedarchivists.org 

Recertification Guidelines and Instructions:  This 
team will develop guidelines and instructions for 
the adjusted recertification period, create a more 
robust catalog of courses with pre-approved cer-
tification credits, and investigate ways to im-
prove the regular certification cycle.  Regent for 
Certification Maintenance:                                 
certificationmaintenance@certifiedarchivists.org 

Social Media: 3-4 volunteers are needed to help 
amplify messaging and engage with ACA’s social 
media audiences. Regent for Member Services: 
memberservices@certifiedarchivists.org 
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Member Tributes to Dr. David B. Gracy II, CA 
Regent, 1990-1993 

VP/President Elect, 1998-1999 
President, 1999-2000 

Regent for Nominations, 2000-2001 
Dr. Gracy’s obituary is online at: 

 https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/austin-tx/david-
gracy-9379031 

It is a measure of David Gracy’s commitment  to the profession 
and to individual archivists that he was an early supporter of 
certification and served as a board member and ultimately Presi-
dent of the Academy in 1999-2000.   

Many of us will remember being “Gracy-ed” at SAA annual 
meetings.  Receiving a “hook-em-horns” sticker on your badge 
was just a prelude to a conversation with David, who inevitably left you feeling better about everything. 
His interest and enthusiasm for everyone he met made him the perfect ambassador for archivists, the pro-
fession, and the ACA. David loved the people, his students (both in and out of the classroom), and the en-
tire “archival enterprise”—and he illustrated that in everything he did.   

When David asked, “Who is the I in Archives?” the answer was inevitably Dr. David Gracy, CA and, 
through extension, all of us. 

  —Submitted by Margery Sly, CA 
   ACA President, 2013-2014 

David B. Gracy, II. passed away on September 26, 2020.  ACA gave him the Distinguished Service Award 
in 2011 for many reasons.  Yes, he served as Regent in 1990-1993 (before ACA’s Regents had specific du-
ties) and as President during 1998-2001.  However, he also helped ACA in many other ways.  It was during 
his SAA presidency in 1983-1984 that the process of creating ACA began.  Foremost, he used his hearty 
and warm personality as well as his extraordinary energy and dedication to promote certification; he was 
the primary reason why the southwest is still the region of the country where ACA has its most members.    

Like many archivists of my generation, I first encountered David Gracy intellectually, not physically; it 
was when I first became an archivist and I read his “Arrangement & Description” from SAA’s Basic Man-
ual Series (I read it more times a few years later when I prepared to take the ACA exam).  Although it was 
published in 1977, Gracy’s manual was the go-to source on the topic until SAA’s first Archival Fundamen-
tals Series books came out in the early 1990s.  The manual was so popular that by the time I bought my 
copy in the late 1980s it was in its sixth printing.  It was a most helpful work to a new archivist, such as 
myself.   

I only met Gracy a few times, but I did an ACA oral history interview with him at SAA’s 2019 Annual 
Meeting in Austin.  I will use some of his own words to give you a better idea about him and his thoughts 
about certification.   

Dara Baker, David Gracy, & Gerianne Schaad at 
SAA 2019 
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Today, the archives profession’s greatest challenge is that there are too many archival education programs 
that graduate far too many students, which results in many of them not being able to find jobs in archives.  
Sixty years ago, the situation was quite the opposite.  When Gracy started his career, formal archival educa-
tion programs were unheard of.  As a result, like most archivists of his era, his archival training came “on 
the job, pure and simple….[I] was given my first job by the state archivist of Texas in 1959.”  

Like ACA’s other founders and most of its early supporters, “I personally did not benefit from being able to 
demonstrate that I had the knowledge [needed to be a Certified Archivist]….[Instead, he supported ACA as 
a way of] doing my part to provide a means by which people coming in [to the profession] could establish 
themselves.”  

There were many reasons why Gracy was such a strong proponent of the certification of archivists.    

Foremost, “If we [archives professionals] do not establish what an archivist is and what the knowledge is 
[that is required], other people [non-archivists] will do it for us.  There is just no getting around that.  [One 
example of why that is important is] One of the matters that we dealt with on SAA Council was the business 
[archivist] community coming and saying “You’ve got to do something” because companies are appointing 
the old guy who has been around for a long time as the archivist not having a sense of what the difference 
between history and archives is.   That was a loud community.  They had to be responded to.  They had to 
see that we were doing something.”  

In addition, “something more [than a master’s degree] it seemed to me was needed and that’s the reason 
why I was very much in favor of certification so that new people coming in could establish unequivocally for 
any employer or anybody who looked that they had the knowledge to do the job so they had a foundation 
from which to fully enter the profession and advance…that seemed like a no brainer to me.”  

Furthermore, when discussing inspiring his students to become certified, Gracy stated “I encouraged it 
[certification] because I wanted them [his students] to have an additional credential in addition to the mas-
ter’s and I wanted them to be able to point to something that was national that they could say ‘I have 
passed this bar and I am on a par with every other Certified Archivist anywhere.’…To me it was an im-
portant, it was something of value to them beyond the mas-
ter’s.”  

It is for these reasons that Gracy not only helped create ACA, 
but remained an enthusiastic advocate for it.  When Gracy 
was SAA President, ACA was just a vague goal.  But due in 
part to his vision and advocacy, ACA now has 1,320 members 
and is continuing to grow with a record 183 archivists passing 
this year’s exam.  ACA is grateful for his legacy and service, 
and sends our condolences and regards to his family and 
friends.    

  —Submitted by Dr. Mott Linn, CA 

Member Tributes to Dr. David B. Gracy II �continued from previous page� 

David Gracy, Melissa Gonzales, Gerrianne Schaad 
at SAA 2019  

Photos Contributed by Gerianne Schaad 
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Thanks to the five pages of you who joined the 
Zoom room for the ACA Annual meeting! 


